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I. Introduction

The leader of the ruling Romanian Social-Democratic Party (PSD) and 
the most prominent politician of the moment in Bucharest, Liviu Dragnea, 
was sentenced, in June 20181, to three and a half years of imprisonment 
for instigating to abuse of office, although the sentence is not final and 
Dragnea may still appeal. The sentence was welcomed with enthusiasm, 
both in Bucharest and across the country, by the tens of thousands of people 
who have been continously  protesting, since January 2017, against PSD 
kleptocracy and constant attempts to curb the rule of law and to annihilate 
the anti-corruption efforts of the DNA (National Anticorruption Directorate).

Once convicted, but with the possibility to appeal, Dragnea and his clique 
continued to attack the judiciary, to force their people into key positions, and 
to discredit the state both internally and externally. On July 4, the sentenced 
PSD leader declared no more, no less, that he does not want to leave his 
positions and this world “like a fool.”2

The violent repression of the anti-government protest of August 10 in 
Bucharest largely demonstrated everything he meant. After the events, 
people close to him, including Interior Minister Carmen Dan, continued to 
accredit the idea that the rally was a violent one and that the intervention 
of the riot police had been legitimate. The over 700 criminal complaints 
filed by citizens against the state’s law enforcement institutions indicate, 
nevertheless, otherwise and await resolution, as does the physico-chemical 
expertise of the tear gases used on August 103. The over 400 victims, people 
either beaten or tear-gassed, want that justice be served.

The current civic movement in Romania has coagulated over time since the 
winter of 2017, when the PSD, through its politically controlled government, 

adopted an emergency ordinance decriminalizing the abuse of office on the 
night of January 31. Since January 31, 2017, there have been dozens and 
dozens of protests in the capital and other cities in Romania, but none of 
them ended with violent repression by the Riot Police against protesters.

The civic movement in Romania is part of a larger phenomenon of 
stopping the past and present abuses of a political class that has become 
the symbol of cronyism, corruption, and cynicism4.    

This Report contains the following structural elements:
•	General assessment of the context and circumstances in which the 

protest of August 10 took place in Bucharest.
•	Brief timeline of the events occurring on August 10 in Bucharest.
•	Assessment of the consequences of the Riot Police-perpetrated 

violence on August 10 (medical, political, criminal).
•	Analysis of the categories of participants.
•	Analysis of the types of public response to a crisis situation 

(authorities vs. civil society).
•	Conclusions.
•	Appendix (testimonies of citizens assaulted, beaten, and tear-gassed 

by the Riot Police on August 10).

The Report explains the leading causes underlying the escalating tensions 
between civil society and the present government of Romania, produces 
evidence of abuses and flagrant violations of human rights in a EU and 
NATO member state, and documents the operations and the attempts to 
manipulate public opinion and to cover up the events that left more than 
400 casualties on the night of August 10 in Bucharest.

The Report also represents an implicit warning about the use of specific 
tear gas and substances against peaceful civil populations.

Based on the data we are supplying in this document and the Appendices, 
we are requesting the support of the United Nations by an unambiguous 
condemnation of the aggression happened in Bucharest.



II.A General assessment of the context and 
purpose of the August 10 Protest

The diaspora rally of August 10, 2018, was announced a few months 
before, primarily through the social media. On July 23, the Bucharest City 
Hall, controlled by the Social Democrats through mayor Gabriela Firea, 
refused to issue an authorization for this meeting. Thousands of Romanians 
living abroad wanted to join the people protesting in the country against the 
kleptocratic and authoritarian style of the PSD government. Some of them 
were spending their vacation in Romania, while others came especially for 
this long-awaited event.

What had started as a call on Facebook by a small organization soon turned 
into an actual movement, especially after a scandal related to a Romanian 
citizen named Răzvan Ștefănescu, who was living and working in Sweden 
and whose registration plates had been confiscated by the Romanian Traffic 
Police because of an allegedly obscene message against the ruling party 
(“MUIEPSD”/”Nique the PSD”)5. The message quickly became one of the 
slogans of the protesters in Piața Victoriei. The episode that preceded the 
August 10 protest is relevant for how the PSD understands to respond to any 
form of opposition, be it merely symbolic (the registration plates), and also 
for how the same party understands freedom of expression (the Ministry of 
Interior, including the Traffic Police, is a ministry which is politically controlled 
by Social Democrats through Mrs. Carmen Dan). Although the Swedish 
Embassy in Bucharest had at first publicly claimed that the plates were legal 
on the territory of any EU member state, it later decided, after learning the 
meaning of the message, to cancel the registration plates even in Sweden.

The August 10 protest had no specific organizer, although an organization 
claiming to represent the Romanian diaspora contended that it had been 
intensely negotiating the (ultimately unsuccessful) permit6 for the protest. 
Therefore, people gathered in Piața Victoriei, on August 10, in response to 
invitations from several Facebook events created by various civic and non-
civic peaceful groups especially for this moment. The first demonstrators 
began arriving in the Square after 10 am, while peak attendance was 
attained during the evening hours.

Meanwhile, events were planned together in several major cities across 
the country: Brașov, Sibiu, Cluj, Iași, Timișoara, Constanța, etc. Similar 
protests, though on a smaller scale, were also to take place in other major 
cities in Western Europe, where millions of Romanians live, work, and study 
every year. The general impression emerging from all the interviews made 
with Romanian diaspora members is the same: massive dissatisfaction 
with government policies and deterioration of living standards in Romania; 
dissatisfaction with the lack of a European-level infrastructure and 
generalized corruption; an ever-increasing assault on the rule of law. All of 
these together.

The day before, on Thursday, August 9, the representatives of the PSD–
ALDE ruling coalition abstained for a while from commenting on the protest, 
but Liviu Dragnea, the PSD president, in full populist momentum, promised 
a new pension law that would double pension levels by 2021 (compared to 
2016).

On the same Thursday, August 9, substantial car queues had been 
formed in Hungary, close to the Romanian border. In the 48 hours preceding 
the announced protest, about 120,000 vehicles with Romanians from the 
diaspora crossed the Nădlac customs in the West of the country. Usually, 
these routes are particularly crammed closer to August 15, which is an 
important religious holiday for Romanians, but this year the flow of expats 
had a civic and political motivation unprecedented in the country’s post-1989 
history. Furthermore, it took place much earlier. The event was promising to 
be the most significant rally after the one in January 20177, as well as the 
signal of a permanent rupture between a large share of the civil society and 
a government which is mightily opposing anti-corruption institutions and 
rules.

It should be emphasized from the beginning that, to protect its interests, 
the ruling party (PSD) made repeated attempts, since January 2017, to 
revise the laws of justice, and its efforts culminated with the dismissal 
of DNA chief prosecutor Laura Codruța Kövesi, on July 9, 2018. President 
Klaus Iohannis had no choice and had to sign the act of dismissal8. The legal 
strategies used by PSD in the last year and a half were affording it a stage 
victory. The society seemed slightly taken aback at the beginning of July, 
although the international community and the Western media seemed to 
provide generous coverage and clearly concerned analyses of the tensions 
in Bucharest.4
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What PSD leaders have been attempting since they returned to power 
in late 2016 is an exhaustive seizure of the state, utterly heedless of how 
primitive or undemocratic this may seem. There is a kind of defiance towards 
the society that has no counterpart in any other so-called social-democratic 
administration since 1989. Besides, nor are PSD leaders entirely alien to the 
temptation of an “illiberal democracy,” such as the one promoted for a few 
years now, en fanfare, by Viktor Orbán.

*

Romanians are a people of migration, with a number of citizens living 
abroad estimated at 3.6 million for a total population of 20 million. In short, 
about a quarter of the active population left the country in recent years, 
especially after 2007.

Many Romanians working abroad experienced, on the eve of the protest, 
the feelings of this woman who works in Brussels and declared for Balkan 
Investigative Reporting Network (BIRN): “I’ll be there, no matter what. We 
can’t let them capture the state. We have to take our country back as we did 
in 2014.”9 The allusion was to the 2014 presidential elections, when, despite 
a second tour in which the organizer in Bucharest tried to limit the access 
of the diaspora to the polling stations abroad, thereby vitiating the electoral 
process, the vote of the democratic exile ultimately became decisive in the 
victory of current head of state Klaus Iohannis, against then PSD Prime 
Minister Victor Ponta.

The Romanian diaspora traditionally votes for the Right. The 2014 
presidential elections have once again demonstrated that the PSD and its 
circumstantial political allies are not entirely comfortable with the electoral, 
political, moral, and even cultural options of this population. For nearly 4 
million expats, the PSD government did its best to provide only 294 polling 
stations. The animosity between these people and that party has been 
further increasing exponentially since then. The fact that the PSD recorded 
a resounding failure in the 2014 presidential race has made it an extremely 
reticent, even reactionary party towards the diaspora. During all this time, 
Romanians living abroad continue to send about 3.5 billion euros into the 
country, to their families and relatives, every year. This sum amounts to 2% 
of the GDP, yet the social-democratic governments have been continually 
refusing to relax their fiscal policies towards this category of citizens.

The context is necessary to understand the recent struggles not only in 
Romania but also across the entire post-communist area.       

III. The Protest of August 10—A Timeline 
of events  

Other cities
Although there were tens of thousands of people who protested in Cluj-

Napoca, Iași, Sibiu, Brașov, Baia Mare, Oradea, Galați, Constanța, Craiova, 
Bistrița, Timișoara, and other significant cities in the country, in solidarity 
with the Diaspora meeting in the capital, Bucharest was the only city where 
major incidents were recorded. This Report describes below the events of 
August 10 and demonstrates that they contain the constitutive elements of 
a deliberate repressive act.

In Sibiu, about 8,000 people protested for more than four hours, 
demanding the resignation of the government (in an authorized meeting). In 
Timișoara, over 5,000 people chanted slogans against the ruling cabinet and 
PSD mafia, while also demanding solidarity with the protesters in a march 
all across the city. As the city is close to the border, the participants also 
included many Romanians who work abroad. In Iași, over 10,000 people 
marched along the main roads of the capital of Moldova (the historical 
province). Around 10,000 protesters stormed the streets of Cluj-Napoca 
and turned the night of August 10 into a white night. Here, too, for hours 
on end, people chanted anti-PSD, anti-corruption, and anti-government 
slogans. In Brașov, some 2,000 people protested in front of the Prefecture in 
solidarity with the Diaspora rally in Bucharest. In all these cities, Romanians 
of the Diaspora expressed their wish to return home to a normal country at 
some point, as well as the feeling that both their future and their children’s 
future are being jeopardized by the measures of a corrupt and increasingly 
authoritarian government.

The real battle—literally—was, however, fought in Bucharest, where 
approximately 100,000 people gathered in Piața Victoriei to convey the joint 
messages of the Diaspora and local protesters against the ruling government 
and the PSD-ALDE parliamentary majority.
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Bucharest
The Report presents an hourly timeline of the main events that took place 

in Bucharest, starting with the afternoon of August 10:

15:00: The number of protesters who start gathering in groups in the 
middle of Piața Victoriei increases.

16:22: The first incidents in Piața Victoriei, where some of the 
demonstrators leave the specially designed enclosure and break through 
the first cordon of riot police in front of the Government building, probably 
because the crowd was oversized for the space allocated by the Riot Police. 
News are spread about riot police having used the first shots of tear gas. 
Traffic on the main boulevards connecting Piața Victoriei is completely 
blocked.

16:48: Riot Police spokesman Georgian Enache declares on Digi24 
television that the situation is tense and that the institution he represents 
does not want any kind of incidents and confrontations. As the Square at 
that time was not very crowded and was as peaceful as possible, and the 
isolated incidents had been insignificant, Enache’s intervention sounded 
rather like a prophecy.

16:59: Demonstrators in the first lines facing the Government building 
call on riot police to stop using sprays and gases against children.

17:07: Protesters start to be taken out of the crowd on stretchers. A 
television cameraman gets sick from tear gas.

17:28: Tension escalates when riot police mingle into the crowd, trying to 
extract the fences from the middle of the Square. Affected by stress and the 
tear gas shot by then, some protesters in the first rows throw with water 
and plastic bottles at the cordons of riot police.

17:30: SMURD coordinator Bogdan Oprița (SMURD: the Romanian 
Mobile Emergency Service for Resuscitation and Extrication), present on 
site, declares for Agerpres news agency that the first gendarme has been 
transported to the hospital, with a wounded arm. A piece of information is 
spread, especially in the social media, that many cars with protesters are 
being blocked by Riot Police filters from entering the city. The Riot Police 
denies.

17:39: The Riot Police declares that no order was given for tear gas 
intervention and that riot police officers that acted did it only with the sprays 
supplied and depending on the situation on the ground.

18:15: The number of protesters reach 10,000, and in the confined 
perimeter of the Square center, the density is of two people per square 
meter.

18:40: Violent incidents between the first protesters and the riot police, 
resulting in further shots of tear gas. People who occupy the outer areas 
of the Square and the main access boulevards are increasingly affected by 
the toxic cloud released by the riot police. Many flee sideways, some try to 
reach the nearest shops and restaurants, others take refuge in pharmacies 
to buy surgical masks and other eye protection products. The reaction is 
disproportionate, and the thousands of children, women, and elderly in the 
Square physically suffer from this permanent harassment of the riot police. 
Paramedics present on the ground are the busiest.

18:48: 36 people require medical attention, and two are taken to the 
hospital.

18:49: Riot police fire a new round of tear gas and disperse part of the 
crowd in front of the Government building. When people return, a new 
offensive round is fired. Protesters cry out, “No violence!”

18:50: A water cannon of the Riot Police enters the Square.
19:00: There are over 20,000 people in the Square and many continue to 

arrive from the subway and other boulevards.
19:07: Again the Riot Police use tear gas and threatens with the water 

cannon.
19:25: Piața Victoriei counts over 30,000 people. Many others continue 

to arrive.
19:38: Another 40 people and a police officer require medical attention. 

By 19:00, 76 people, among them 3 riot police, had been provided medical 
care.

19:42: The Riot Police calls on the people arriving to the Square to come 
without children.

20:04: People call on riot police to remove the agitators and provocateurs 
from the crowd. Tear gas is fired at regular intervals.

20:11: There are 50,000 people in the Square.
20:23: Another 30 people need medical care and assistance from the 

SMURD teams. By 20:00, over 100 people, of which 3 riot police, had 
required medical attention.

20:28: The Riot Police use the water cannon for a brief time.
20:34: Protesters in the first ranks, where the major confrontations take 

place, retreat towards Antipa Museum, on one of the sides of the Square, 
and towards two of the boulevards connecting the Square to other areas 
of the city. Some aggressive protesters show up and start throwing pieces 
of pavement and other stones at the riot police. They are regarded as 
hooligans, as supporters of certain local football teams; the crowd knows 

6

AU
GU

ST
 1

0—
EV

ID
EN

CE
 O

F 
VI

OL
EN

CE
, A

BU
SE

 A
N

D 
H

UM
AN

 R
IG

H
TS

 V
IO

LA
TI

ON
S 

BY
 T

H
E 

RI
OT

 P
OL

IC
E 

- R
EP

OR
T



their operating methods from some earlier protests doubled by incidents. 
Delimitation from the violent protesters is impossible. It is even speculated 
that they had been sent by some football club owners, who are close to PSD.

20:38: Riot Police spokesman Georgian Enache declares for Digi24 
television that they will intervene by force if the situation degenerates.

20:47: People regroup after the tear gas attacks, and the Square is full 
again. People continue to come from other parts of the city.

20:50: The Riot Police publicly announce that football team supporters 
have arrived into the Square, and asks protesters to delimit themselves 
from these. A blatant impossibility, but which would marvelously serve the 
subsequent brutal intervention.

21:00: People light up their phones and Piața Victoriei lights up entirely.
21:06: The Riot Police throw firecrackers and intervene by force in several 

areas. The crowd projects the message “No violence!” with lasers on the 
walls of the surrounding buildings.

21:18: Several protesters sit down on the pavement, in front of the 
riot police. The adjacent boulevards are crammed with people of all ages, 
some waving flags, others carrying placards with messages, all protesting 
peacefully and crying out their discontent.

21:26: A number of 80,000 people is estimated, most of them 
concentrated in the Square and on Lascăr Catargiu, Aviatorilor, Kiseleff, 
Iancu de Hunedoara, and Buzești boulevards.

21:40: 60 more people require emergency medical care. The total number 
of such requests amounts to 172.

21:50: The density of tear gas, which the riot police continue to spray 
against protesters, causes people to withdraw towards Titulescu and 1 Mai 
boulevards.

22:13: There are attacks from both sides, one with tear gas, the other 
with pieces of pavement. Violence escalates.

22:19: The Riot Police announce that it will intervene in force in order to 
restore public order in the protest area.

22:26: Riot Police once again use tear gas against protesters. By 22:34, 
over 200 people have required medical care.

22:35: Riot Police brings the water cannon in front of the Government 
building. Ten minutes later, a former Culture Minister (Vlad Alexandrescu) 
announces on Facebook that his daughter had lost consciousness because 
of the tear gas, and that she was taken by the SMURD teams10.

23:00: The first estimates confirm a peak attendance of 100,000 people, 
most likely reached in the early evening and before the riot police’ decisive 

attack. 
23:08: Two riot police officers, a woman and a man, remain behind the 

platoon and are caught by a few ultras who assault them with fists and 
feet. Several demonstrators try to protect them with their own bodies, and 
eventually lead them to their gendarme colleagues. 

23:10: The Riot Police evacuates Piața Victoriei in force, by using tear gas 
grenades and water cannons. Protesters start running towards the adjacent 
boulevards. 

23:22: Piața Victoriei has been evacuated, and the people flock the side 
streets and roads.

23:35: President Klaus Iohannis condemns in a Facebook message the 
disproportionate intervention of the Riot Police: “In a genuine democracy 
it is the right of each individual to protest, but violence is not acceptable, 
regardless of political choice. I firmly condemn the brutal intervention of 
the Riot Police, strongly disproportionate in relation to the behaviour of the 
majority of people in Piața Victoriei.”

23:45: On the streets and boulevards adjacent to Piața Victoriei, the 
clashes between groups of demonstrators and riot police continue, but most 
people start going home. Buzești and Titulescu boulevards, in particular, 
appear like glimpses of actual war scenes, with dozens of firecrackers 
and tear gas grenades being thrown. A little farther away, on Banu Manta 
boulevard, a fire breaks out.

00:29: Riot police on horseback enter Piața Victoriei, while only a few 
people remain on the roadside to watch the end of this thriller. After the 
same intervention order, HotNews journalist Robert Mihăilescu is assaulted, 
punched and kicked by riot police while he is transmitting the heavy-handed 
intervention from the Square. Several other similar incidents take place, 
in which peaceful citizens are brutally beaten by the riot troops that had 
arrived to evacuate the Square. There are dozens of videos and testimonies 
starting to circulate since the same evening on social media and on the few 
independent televisions. 

00:40: The Riot Police publicly announce that the female riot police 
officer beaten by some demonstrators, saved by others, is hospitalized and 
suspected of a cervical spine fracture. As indicated both in this Report and in 
a subsequent statement of the Health Minister (August 11), this was only an 
intoxication, in an attempt to promote and accredit the idea of a unanimously 
violent rally (and an implicit attempt to legitimize repression).
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IV. In the aftermath: Trying to explain a 
gory night 

In any normal democratic country, one would expect such a violent episode 
to have repercussions, to require some accountability; to have questions 
and answers, investigations and possibly some resignations. Until the time 
of preparing this Report, nothing of the sort has happened, and no official 
has resigned.

However, on August 11, military prosecutors opened a criminal case on 
the intervention of the Riot Police in the ‘Diaspora Rally.’ The Romanian Riot 
Police insisted that a military prosecutor supervised the intervention, and 
so did Interior Minister Carmen Dan. Meanwhile, this turned out to be mere 
disinformation and intoxication, since the head of the Bucharest Military 
Prosecutor’s Office himself vehemently denied the fact and even said that it 
would have been unlawful. Under such circumstances, General Prosecutor 
Augustin Lazăr ordered that the investigation in the case on the riot police’ 
intervention at the demonstration of Friday, August 10 be taken over from 
the Military Prosecutor’s Office attached to the Military Court, by the General 
Prosecutor’s Office. The criminal prosecution concerns offenses of abusive 
behaviour, abuse of office, and negligence in office. At the time of preparing 
this Report, the investigation is ongoing, and the pieces of evidence have 
multiplied.

Although she was heard by the Chamber of Deputies’ Defense Commission 
on August 21, along with State Secretary Raed Arafat and other Riot Police 
officials, Interior Minister Carmen Dan continued to argue (an opinion she 
maintained even in September) that the August 10 event was not a peaceful 
meeting, and she availed herself of the incident where the two riot police 
officers, a man, and a woman, left behind by their colleagues, were beaten 
with fists and kicked by certain overexcited citizens. Dan also insists that the 
use of batons would have been tougher, trying to minimize and outrageously 
legitimize the tear-gassing of demonstrators on Friday night11.

By the end of August, 763 criminal complaints had been filed12. The 
prosecutors’ investigation is nevertheless progressing with great difficulty 
because Carmen Dan ordered the classification of certain documents related 

to the August 10 demonstration. Even so, there are daily hearings and 
viewing of video recordings that may be used as evidence. The (written) Riot 
Police intervention order, documents indicating the amount of gas used, and 
the Report prepared by Minister Carmen Dan herself have all been classified. 
It means not only that they can not be used in the investigation, but also that 
the access of victims and their lawyers to such evidence is being prevented.

Bucharest Prefect Speranța Clișeru, a person close to Bucharest Mayor 
General Gabriela Firea (who has since started a public campaign against 
Liviu Dragnea as part of the internal struggles within the PSD), claimed that 
she had signed the intervention order after midnight, although the actual 
progress of events indicate a violent and early intervention right after 11 
pm13. At the same time, asked by the press, the prefect tried to minimize the 
relevance of the exact hour of the intervention and to suggest that the Riot 
Police are always entitled to intervene when attacked.

Therefore, there have been, and still are, apparent contradictions between 
the statements of the principal persons responsible for the events that took 
place on the evening of August 10 in Bucharest. The explanations of the Riot 
Police officials, provided immediately after this episode, were downright 
hallucinatory: “Why should there be any resignations? It was legitimate 
violence on the part of the state”14. Attempts have been made by all means—
including by inviting those responsible to the televisions favourable to PSD 
to legitimize their narrative—to accredit the idea that the actions of the 
law enforcement authorities were justified. The full responsibility—at least 
according to officials, mayors, ministers, state secretaries, PSD MPs, as well 
as representatives of institutions politicized by this party—was placed on 
the peaceful protesters who are allegedly guilty of failing to observe the Riot 
Police’s indications and of failing to delimit themselves from the “violent 
elements.” We are, however, talking about a Square with 100,000 people at 
peak attendance, peaceful for the most part, children, women, elders, with 
bikes, flags, whistles, pets, and no hostile intent.

Such demonstrations, smaller or larger, had taken place regularly ever 
since January 2017 and the question of riot police intervention by force 
never arose. Instead, all data and evidence collected through social media 
and part of mainstream media converge towards the idea of premeditation. 
The Romanian society is still waiting, at the time of preparing this Report, 
for the investigation by the General Prosecutor’s Office to be completed 
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and for the various degrees of guilt for the abuses committed to being 
determined. However, the classification of essential documents and the 
anti-demonstrator propaganda led by PSD-ALDE and by the servile media 
are major reasons for concern and the destruction of the guarantee that 
those over 400 victims will be explained and those guilty held accountable.

This is also why the Declic Community has launched and supports a 
petition, which has already gathered over 81,000 signatures, asking the 
United Nations for help, through the new High Commissioner for Human 
Rights Michelle Bachelet, on the impartial investigation and   punishment of 
abuses committed by the Bucharest authorities on the evening of August 
10, 201815.

The Hooligans
The day after the events, on August 11, the president of FADERE (the 

Federation of Romanian Associations in Europe) Daniel Țecu declared 
for Mediafax news agency that his organization condemned the “well-
organized teams” of hooligans who hijacked a peaceful meeting, as well 
as the excessive intervention by the Riot Police. On August 12, the central 
media was announcing a 30-day preventive arrest of two of the aggressors 
of the hospitalized female gendarme, and their identification as supporters 
of a Bucharest football club – known as ultras.

It should be noted that the most violent clashes after the events known 
as the Mineriads of the 1990s had taken place in January 2012, among 
several groups of football supporters and the riot police, in Piața Universității, 
following a series of protests of solidarity with the founder of SMURD (the 
Romanian Mobile Emergency Service for Resuscitation and Extrication), 
currently State Secretary, Dr. Raed Arafat—who also coordinated, in his 
new position, the care and evacuation of the wounded on August 10, 2018. 
Between January 2012 and August 2018, the ultras have not participated 
in protests regularly or relevantly, regardless of their theme or stake, and 
have not caused to happen any events similar to those that occurred both 
on August 10, 2018, and six and a half years earlier. On a public opinion level, 
various rumours have circulated in recent years concerning the use of these 
football supporters as a mass of maneuver by some people pursuing specific 
political interests (e.g., the owner of a well-known Bucharest football team 
is the brother of the PSD mayor of Sector 3 in Bucharest), depending on 
context and immediate convenience. But no direct causal relationship has 

ever been officially established between the emergence of these groups of 
ultras from various Bucharest football teams and the advantages that certain 
political forces might draw either from the escalation and manipulation of 
tensions between the civil society and ruling leaders, or from a deliberate 
and dangerous radicalization of such protests in order to subsequently 
justify their violent repression.

The fact is that the Riot Police were aware of their existence, had 
databases with these people, and should have been able to act to extract 
the “violent elements” at a time when the Square was not yet crammed. 
The protest was filmed from drones and the ground; many video recordings 
are being circulated, in which faces, actions, and immediate context 
can be easily identified. Instead, the Riot Police chose to systematically 
and randomly fire tear gas, even since early afternoon, on children and 
ultras or other instigators, on men and women, the elderly and different 
categories present for professional reasons (paramedics, journalists, 
camera operators, traffic police officers, etc.). They did it, by all accounts, 
to obey a political order, and it is imperative for the democratic future 
of the Romanian society to identify and hold accountable all the persons 
involved in the chain of command that led to the August 10 atrocities.

Controversies surrounding the use of CS Gas 
On August 16, the General Prosecutor’s Office issued a public statement 

that the ammunition used on August 10 had a “Quality and Warranty 
Certificate” and that, during the events of that day, the following substances 
were used:

- “38 mm-caliber cartridge with irritant, lachrymatory effect for 
launcher weapon; type of substance: CS (ortho-chlorobenzalmalononitrile);

- hand grenade with irritant, lachrymatory effect; type of substance: 
CS (ortho-chlorobenzalmalononitrile);

- 6.6 l increased capacity spray with irritant, lachrymatory substance; 
type of substance: CS, concentration 1%;

- 60-100 ml hand spray with irritant, lachrymatory substance; type of 
substance: OC (oleoresin-capsicum, concentration 10%);

- 400 ml hand spray with irritant, lachrymatory substance; type of 
substance: OC (oleoresin-capsicum, concentration 10%);

- 150 ml hand spray with irritant, lachrymatory substance; type of 
substance: CS (ortho-chlorbenzylidene malononitrile, concentration 1%);

- 40 mm-caliber cartridge for launcher weapon, with irritant, 
9



lachrymatory effect -  load with multiple irritant, lachrymatory effects: CS 
(smoke, sound, light, consternation, illumination, kinetic, training).”�

The Romanian Riot Police, in their turn, made public clarifications 
concerning the ammunition and substances used, insisting that all of them 
were compliant with the relevant EU rules, but refused to disclose the 
amount of irritant gas and cylinders used, as well as the number of riot 
police involved in the intervention. They have argued that such matters 
“are exempt from open public access to information in the field of national 
defense, security and public order, if they belong to the category of classified 
information, according to the law.”16

By the time of preparing this Report, all those suspected of having had 
anything to do with the violent turn of events on the evening of August 10, 
from the Interior Minister to the Riot Police officials, have made every effort 
to make these essential documents remain classified and/or away from the 
public eye.

Moreover, by the time of preparing this Report, no official has come public 
to explain the long-term effects of chlorobenzalmalononitrile (CS Gas), nor 
the quantities or concentrations used. Reliable scientific evidence and 
research are pointing out that the impact of this substance on the human 
body has not been entirely elucidated, but drawing attention to the fact that 
overexposure or increased concentrations may have powerful effects on 
human health and can cause symptoms even one month after exposure. 

Toxicological data concerning this substance are still somewhat limited 
because most research evolves in military or even classified contexts. For 
example, a recent article published in the Annals of the New York Academy of 
Sciences justly drew attention to the need for a thorough reassessment of 
these “intervention” substances: “Case studies and recent epidemiological 
studies revealed that tear gas agents can cause lung, cutaneous, and ocular 
injuries, with individuals affected by chronic morbidities at high risk for 
complications. Mechanistic studies identified the ion channels TRPV1 and 
TRPA1 as targets of capsaicin in pepper spray and of the tear gas agents 
chloroacetophenone, CS, and CR. TRPV1 and TRPA1 localize to pain�sensing 
peripheral sensory neurons and have been linked to acute and chronic pain, 
cough, asthma, lung injury, dermatitis, itch, and neurodegeneration.”17

The victims
The international media covered the Bucharest atrocities and wrote 

in alarm about the August 10 victims, peaceful citizens of the diaspora 
or inhabitants of the capital, brutally beaten and tear-gassed by the Riot 
Police troops18. Many video recordings are showing how the riot police 
brutally intervene against people with hands raised or people who are 
(obviously) defenseless and without any intention to respond. According 
to official data of August 11th, 452 people received medical care on site 
from the SMURD teams, 290 had acute symptoms after exposure to tear 
gas, and 70 ended up in the hospital19.

Still in August, as people continued to come to the emergency rooms of 
hospitals with various symptoms, the Department for Emergency Situations 
(DSU), through the voice of Raed Arafat—who is at the same time State 
Secretary in the Interior Ministry (so politically appointed) and the head of 
DSU—publicly admitted that “an incorrect use of these chemical substances 
may cause serious injuries and permanent disabilities. Direct targeting of the 
face and the eyes by manual spraying has been observed to cause trauma 
and toxicity on the cornea and conjunctiva of the eye”20.

The violence of the law enforcement troops was so random and 
disproportionate that even foreign citizens fell victims to it. The Israeli 
Embassy in Bucharest described the incidents as “unacceptable and 
extremely serious,” condemning the assault on four Israeli tourists by the 
Riot Police troops, who had dragged them out of a local taxi and brutally 
beat them21. Austrian Chancellor Sebastian Kurz condemned “the violent 
clashes in Bucharest where numerous demonstrators and journalists were 
injured,”22 after a team of the Austrian state television ORF, made up of 
reporter Ernst Gelegs and cameraman Robert Reinprecht, was attacked 
and beaten by the riot police.

The independent news site G4media.ro reported how both foreign and 
Romanian reporters became targets of riot police aggression. Ernst Gelegs 
declared on August 11 for the Romanian site that he 

“saw a totally unprofessional behaviour of the riot police. They tried to chase the 
hooligans, and I understand that the riot police must use force against hooligans 
who are aggressive and cause damage on the streets. Of course they have to 
intervene, but they must distinguish between someone who is a hooligan and 
someone who is not. And we are obviously not hooligans because everyone 
knows what a hooligan looks like. […] And when you see a cameraman with a 10
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camera, you can tell that he’s a cameraman, not a hooligan. They chased the 
hooligans, and when they passed by us they tried to hit us. The riot police 
pushed me with their shields, pushed me into a fence on Calea Victoriei. I was 
shouting, I’m a journalist, I’m a journalist, and he told me to stay there. In the 
meantime, three other riot police were chasing my cameraman Robert, then 
pushed him and hit him for no reason. I told them he was my cameraman, but 
their reaction was to continue to hit him. They only let him go after hitting 
him five or six times. In my opinion, that was completely unnecessary. Why did 
they do that? I covered many demonstrations and strikes in Athens. I was there 
when the police intervened by force against the hooligans. But no policeman 
ever touched me. They always managed to avoid the journalists, and there were 
many journalists there, in the Square in Athens. But no incidents ever happened 
between the riot police and the journalists”23.

Robert Mihăilescu, a reporter for HotNews.ro news site, was repeatedly 
hit by the riot police while providing the journalistic coverage of the 
event. There is a video recording showing how a civilian (dressed in white), 
who seemed to be the under-cover coordinator of the Riot Police troops 
intervention, swoops upon the Romanian journalist, abusively and illegally 
snatches his mobile phone, then orders his subordinates to bully him and 
retain him24. This kind of behaviour, involving a civilian, is reminiscent instead 
of Nicolae Ceaușescu’s Securitate troops and their arbitrary methods. The 
journalist’s colleagues then asked the Riot Police to confirm whether “the 
man in white” is the head of the Special Intervention Brigade “Vlad Țepeș” 
Colonel Cătălin Răzvan Paraschiv, but the institution, through the voice 
of its spokesman, refused to confirm. Later, it was confirmed that indeed 
the aggressor had been Colonel Paraschiv, who was then to be heard in 
Parliament on September 18, together with Interior Minister Carmen Dan, 
to explain the events that took place on August 10. At the same hearing, 
Minister Carmen Dan declared that the internal investigation of the Riot Police 
had been suspended after the case was opened at the General Prosecutor’s 
Office. Paraschiv had been heard before by the Prosecutor’s Office, in the 
August 10 violence case, on August 23, when he refused to tell the press 
whether he had been cited as a witness or as a defendant. Naturally, before 
the press, he denied all evidence, including the video recordings.

Ioana Moldovan, a freelance photo-journalist, was also beaten during 
the protest and received a tear gas volley straight into her eyes while she 
was crouched and holding out her press card and camera. Unable to see 

anything because of the tear gas that was sprayed on her, she stood up 
and while close to the riot police officers that assaulted her she told them: 
“You hit me directly into my eyes.” The response she got perfectly portrays 
the state of mind of her aggressor that night: “And what did you expect, 
bitch,  get f****? You stupid, who made you come and get photos?”25 Ioana 
is a seasoned journalist who covered, in both photo and print, among 
others the Istanbul protests and the Kiev Euromaidan. 

Journalist Cristian Popa and camera operator Cristi Ban from Digi24 TV 
station were assaulted and teargassed by riot police. Besides, when they 
were attacked, they were right next to their TV station’s car with a logo 
visible on it, while one of them was holding a microphone with the same 
logo. A riot police officer pushed the truncheon to the throat of one of 
the journalist and started to drive him, while the victims began to shout 
that they were journalists. Another police officer sprayed teargas on the 
journalist, straight into his or her eyes, from a close range of 1 m. 27

Silviu Matei, a photographer who works for Agerpres, the national 
news agency, was hit by a riot police officer while he was bending to pick-
up his camera tripod.  As the other journalist, his press card was visible. 
The assaulter replied that he “is pissing on it.”28 

On 14 August, Deutsche Welle went on air to announce that its envoy 
to cover the Bucharest events, correspondent Cristian Ștefănescu, 
was among the journalists that had been beaten while on duty.  In the 
meanwhile, Ștefănescu joined those that filed criminal complaints against 
the aggressive law enforcement officers29. 

These cases, given the nature of the victims’ profession, had a better 
exposure and were covered by domestic and international media outlets and 
reinforced the impression that the intervention of the riot police on August 
10, in the wake of instructions given by people close to the ruling  PSD-
ALDE coalition, was of a repressive, unlawful, disproportionate and criminal 
kind. Practically, we are speaking of a captured state, “grabbed” by a corrupt 
political elite, using the punitive instruments of the same country against its 
citizens that voice their concerns for abuses and corruption.  On the other 
hand, hundreds of anonymous victims, men and women, children and the 
elderly had to deal with a kind of horrible violence. 



This Report singles out only a set of patterns, however, for a more 
accurate assessment of victims and type of trauma sustained, please 
refer to  Enclosure 1 of the main document, where the Declic Community 
gathered testimonials from the victims and details on the violence and 
abuses perpetrated by the law enforcement officers. One of the anonymous 
victims of violence in Bucharest was Liciniu Miculeanu, a senior man who 
declared at the Prosecutor’s Office that he was teargassed, violently beaten 
by the riot police and dragged into a police van while continually being hit. The 
video footages broadcasted on TV shows that the man had numerous cuts 
and bruises to his head and all over his body. Besides, his skin peeled off on 
some parts of his body because of his exposure to tear gas. Miculeanu used 
to work as a doctor and gave a detailed account of what had happened30. 
Naturally, he filed a complaint with the Prosecutor’s Office and waited to be 
called in for a hearing.  

Adina Apostol, a survivor of the deadly fire that engulfed the Colectiv 
Club31 in October 2015, was massively exposed to tear gas and complained 
about throat issues, itches and inflammation after the events. Both Adina, 
as well as other victims of the concerted gas attacks, allege that the riot 
police launched tear gas grenades and used pepper spray deep within the 
peaceful crowd, in spite that the hooligans, whatever their numbers, were 
present in other areas of the Square or even in front of the police ranks.32 
The use of grenades and firecrackers in a 100K packed and harassed 
crowd caused severe injuries to many citizens. One of the shells exploded 
close to Ioan Crăciuneanu’s feet, causing him burns on several parts of 
his body and actual holes. Because of the gas, he was numbed and lost 
his consciousness33. Octavian Ureche posted pictures on social media 
of his foot badly injured that looked as if caused by live ammunition34. 
Others suffered from other types of mistreatment. A young woman was 
laying down in the ambulance next to Octavian had been beaten “until she 
passed out”35.

There are therefore hundreds of first aid interventions on site, dozens 
and hundreds of subsequent admissions to hospital, audio-video footages 
and testimonials of direct participants and besides an on-going investigation 
by the General Prosecutor’s Office that seems to make good progress in 
spite of the constant opposition from PSD members that are in charge in 
several ministries or fill-in influential and decision-making positions. The 
classification of documents by the Ministry of Internal Affairs, politically 

controlled by the ruling PSD party, is just an example among others.  

On the other side, there is the PSD led by Liviu Dragnea and the party 
barons, who, since returning to power at the end of  2016, have  been 
constantly attempting to unravel institutions, antagonise social categories, 
trample on the justice system, grab the economic resources and shut-up 
any dissenting voice daring to criticize its disastrous policies. 

Like in 2015, in the wake of the Colectiv club disaster, the dangerous 
healthcare conditions resurfaced under the form of embarrassing 
nosocomial infections, as one of the persons admitted to the hospital had 
been infected with a nightmarish hospital bacteria36. During the night of 
August 19, at 11:45 p.m., a 62 old man that travelled from the countryside 
(Turnu Măgurele) to Bucharest to attend the protest movement died, 
however, the coroners were not able to determine a direct causality link 
between the tear gas used against the senior citizen and the health issues 
that led to his demise.  Raed Arafat, head of the paramedics, declared that 
according to the medical forms filled-in by SMURD paramedic teams during 
the protest first aid interventions, Ilie Gâzea was listed with epistaxis and 
hypertension37. His wife alleges that the man joined 14 other friends and 
went together to the protest and that, as a result of gas inhalation his 
nose and mouth started bleeding38.

On 11 August, one of Vice Romania journalists, after spending a night 
in the Emergency Department at  Floreasca Hospital, published an article 
on injured protesters that were admitted to that hospital. All the accounts 
depict a reckless and violent behaviour of the riot police, harassment on side 
streets, verbal and physical abuse, beatings, abusive seizure of cells, swear 
words, pepper gas use.  The same journalist from Vice, Iulia Roșu, talked in 
the hospital to Nora Dincă, a TV presenter with Realitatea TV station: 

“I was filming and they were indiscriminately spreading gas from a 10 cm range. 
The policemen told me: «Screw you». Not all the riot policemen behave likewise, 
however, there is a bunch of morons, like those that lead us, that trample a 
country of honest people. What the riot police did tonight is unspeakable. They 
had been provoking ever since noon, continuously, peaceful people. They made 
a mockery of their uniform. There were women hit with truncheons, trampled 
under foot.  I intend, because I have forage, to sue them nominally”39.  
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The investigation into the August 10 protest  
During the first week after the bloody developments in Victoriei Square, 

some 291 complaints were filed by people that suffered in the wake of the 
riot police intervention, according to Agerpres, the national press agency. 
Three days later, the number of complaints reached 351. The prosecutors, 
first the military ones, then those from the General Prosecutor’s Office, 
started hearings in the criminal file on charges of abusive behaviour, abuse 
of office and official misconduct. Complaints were filed against Carmen 
DAN, Minister of Internal Affairs, Speranța Clișeru, Prefect of Bucharest, 
heads of the Romanian Riot Police and Bucharest City’s Directorate General 
for Riot Police. A decision to centrally investigate all such complaints was 
taken when the file was transferred from the Military Prosecutor’s Office to 
the General Prosecutor’s Office. The file had been initially opened ex officio 
by the on-duty military prosecutor at the Bucharest Military Prosecutor’s 
Office after he saw footages of the violent incidents displayed in the public 
media. Reporters from Recorder released such video footages, entitled “A 
country trampling its people.”40    

Three weeks after the events, on September 3, the number of complaints 
filed with the General Prosecutor’s Office reached 77041. Minister Carmen 
Dan provided her own report alleging that on August 10 she didn’t talk 
with Prefect  Speranța Clișeru and that she learned about the order for 
the intervention only after Clișeru had signed it. We are aware that there 
are inconsistencies between the declarations given by the prefect and the 
representative of the riot police concerning the hour of intervention, as we 
already pointed out previously in this Report. In spite of that, the prefect 
declared that the riot police “are entitled” to intervene when attacked.  

Those directly responsible for the events, the Prefect, the Minister of 
Internal Affairs, kept insisting on   the episode where the two riot police 
officers, practically abandoned by their peers in the middle of the crowd, 
were punched and kicked by several protesters soon after 11 p.m.  However 
inconsistent the declarations of the State representatives were, it seems 
that this episode was the one “legitimised” the heavy-handed intervention, 
although the tear gas use and harassment of the people in the Square 
had started earlier in the day, therefore many hours before. On August 11, 
Carmen DAN, the Minister of Internal Affairs visited the three riot police 
officers admitted to Floreasca Hospital, in the presence of TV cameras and 
reporters42. On the other hand, the Minister failed to pay a similar visit to the 

injured and hospitalised protesters. The information released early Friday 
night, by declarations of the Minister of the Interior Internal Affairs that 
Stefania, the riot policewoman, was suspected of a broken spine, proved 
to be fake news. The Health Minister confirmed on August 11 that Ștefania 
was in a “surprisingly” good physical condition, that she had a hematoma 
and that she was in no way admitted to intensive care. 

Mihail Bumbeș, a well-known activist and leader of Asociația Civica Miliția 
Spirituală NGO, and who was involved in the melee in the Square when the 
two riot police officers, man, and woman, were assaulted43, was among the 
one that tried to protect the two police officers from the fury of the crowd:

“When we reached the police officers who were seized by the protesters, 
they were already fallen to the ground, and my first gesture was to make a 
human shield to protect them. I didn’t think for a second that they belong to 
an institution that I want dissolved for the abuses perpetrated in the past 
against me nor for what it stands for, a repressive arm of the State—the 
purpose was to save them. As blows and kicks poured in on me and on all 
those that had succeeded in making a human barrage against those that were 
coming in wave after wave to strike the two, a young woman desperately 
thrust her onto the two police officers to protect them. The violence stopped 
for a couple of moments, and that made us, the ones that formed the [human] 
shield, to pull the police officers up and get them out of the crowd. It was a 
childish mistake, because, once standing, the blows kept pouring in and I lost 
my conscience for a couple of seconds after being hit to my head. I just saw 
how several riot police officers came to rescue their peers.”44        

Bumbeș was himself quite severely wounded to his knee by a grenade 
and suffered numerous bruises after attempting to defend the two police 
officers. Footages recorded by a drone shows a situation of widespread 
confusion where some try to hit while other try to rescue the two law 
enforcement officers45. The overwhelming opinion shared by those in the 
Square, and by activists such as Mihail Bumbeș, is that the August 10 violence 
was the direct result of political instructions to repress those that contest 
the current power (PSD-ALDE) and, besides, an attempt to delegitimise the 
Square and its peaceful protesters. 

Several activists and journalists with whom I talked to in preparation 
of this Report consider that the charges pressed against the heads of the 
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riot police and the Secretary of State (a political position) in the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs confirm what many noticed as early as August 10: 
premeditation of such violent action by the law enforcement officers, 
setting-up a trumped up scenario and disproportionate intervention 
against peaceful protesters were all underlined by political instructions46. 
In addition, Liviu Dragnea, the chief architect of the current PSD government 
and leader (at least for the time being) of a social-democratic party 
compromised both domestically and internationally47, declared on August 
22 on the Antena3 party “mouthpiece TV” that he was the target of an 
assassination attempt in 2017, but that he did not notify any institution about 
it. Several civic liberties organisations referred then to DIICOT (Directorate 
for Investigating Organized Crime and Terrorism) about the declarations 
made by Dragnea and are waiting for a resolution on a potential offence 
against national security perpetrated by the PSD  leader PSD.48 Dragnea’s 
lies are notorious in the public space, and such irresponsible declarations, not 
substantiated and sometimes ludicrous, released by the party’s propaganda 
machine, represent national security offences.  

Meanwhile, the European Parliament held a debate at the beginning of 
October to discuss the events that occurred in Bucharest on August 10.49. 
Considering that the same European Parliament already voted in favour 
of sanctioning the anti-democratic slippages of the Orban regime in 
Budapest, it is expected that the Europeans have a more clear-cut attitude 
in connection to Romania, too. A country that, until the unfortunate events 
of the month of August, had been a political anti-model and a civic model. A 
country that is currently divided into two and that waits with apprehension 
for the effects of disastrous economic and social policies of the government 
in office. There was no resignation whatsoever after the events of August 
10 and the main primary documents have been classified, by political 
instruction, at the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 

V. Conclusions 

The violent response of the Romanian Government, though through 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Riot Police, to a peaceful and long 
announced protest shows how fragile the democratic gains made during 
the last three decades are. We are now at an essential point in European 
memory, 50 years since the bloody repression of the Prague Spring (August 
1968) and almost 30 years since the revolutionary changes brought about in 
central and east Europe (December 1989).  It is time that our foreign partners 
give the strongest and most appropriate signals against this attempt to 
transform democratic states into the fiefdom of a few. 

The Romanian revolt movement started in January 2017 is a non-utopian, 
non-ideological and peaceful one. Wide-spread corruption represents the 
catalyst to all the discontent.  The meaning of this civic movement,  actually 
a sort of citizen self-empowerment unseen since the beginning of the ‘90s, 
is made up of several essential elements: an outright rejection of assaults 
on rule of law and justice; a firm rejection of the kleptocratic oligarchy that 
lead inclusively to the  Colectiv night club tragedy;  a greater awareness of 
the stakes linked to public policies and citizens power; an ever more clear-
cut and compelling position of the civil society in favour of European values 
and institutions.  

Romania is not a stranger from what happens in the countries around and 
there surely is this risk of contagion for the worse.  Actually, during the last 
couple of years, we have noticed a common topic in the discourse o populist 
and /or authoritarian leaders in Bucharest, Budapest, Ankara, Warsaw, even 
Moscow. Some openly declared their sympathy for the repressive policies of 
others.  

Although President Klaus Iohannis requested explanations from  Carmen 
DAN, Minister of Internal Affairs for the events that occurred in August, things 
are in a state of limbo, and the people that PSD used to staff institutions 
with do their best to scupper the investigation. The political opposition is 
weak, and its actions have failed so far.  For instance, the motion that  PNL 
(National Liberal Party) filed on September 3 requesting the resignation of 
Carmen DAN, Minister of Internal Affairs, failed to rally enough votes.50.14
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Under these conditions, it is up to the Romanian citizens to promote their 
cause, to explain the domestic disaster and look for international partners 
able to transmit the appropriate signals to corrupted people and institutions 
or to focus more their attention on a phenomenon that in Central and Eastern 
Europe has already been coined as “the new authoritarian wave.”

We consider that the material presented in this Report, the photos and the 
video footages, victims’ testimonials (see  Enclosure 1) and the background 
information on how the August 10 violence in Bucharest  erupted represent 
as many arguments in support of a straightforward and unequivocal 
condemnation of a government and party that acts against its own citizens.  

The heavy-handed intervention of the riot police, its disproportionate 
use of tear gas  and comprehensive and indiscriminate repression against 
peaceful protesters and journalists, both Romanian and foreign,  resulted 
in the violation of legitimate rights in relation to freedom of expression 
(Article 3051) and gathering (Art. 3952) enshrined in the Constitution 
of Romania,  breach of Law 60/199153  on the holding and conduct of 
public gatherings and violation of the Convention on Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms.

Friday 21 September 2018, while this Report was being drafted, 
the Office of the Prosecutor General announced that charges had been 
pressed against Mihai Dan Chirică (secretary of state at the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs), Laurențiu Cazan (riot police major, commander of the 
intervention task force), Sebastian Cucoș (head of Romanian Riot Police 
as at the date the events occurred), Ionuț-Cătălin Sindile (deputy chief of 
the Riot Police as at the time of events). In addition, the prosecutors noting 
that “Mihai Dan Chirică, secretary of state [a political position] in charge of 
relations with the prefects at the Ministry of Internal Affairs, had exercised  
pressure on the Prefect of Bucharest, Speranța Clișeru, to formally approve 
the order for a forceful intervention during the August 10 protest.”54 Briefly, 
the prosecutors have determined so far that the order for the intervention 
was unlawful and that the hour for intervention had been forged in official 
papers so that it matches the narrative of a purportedly violent protest. 

We regard the UN as an unbiased and independent body that could 
determine the Bucharest Authorities to finish the investigation, assume 

responsibility for the violation of human rights during the protests 
in Romania and release a comprehensive and accurate report on the 
conditions for ensuring public order and peace on August 10. In a context 
marked by intense political pressures and by an attempt to cover-up the 
events that led to the harming and injury of over 400 people, it is urgent 
to establish the truth and hold accountable all those that are responsible. 
We consider that social trust in state institutions and the due process 
mechanisms could be recovered in this way only.  

Based on this Report and other complementary investigations, we 
request to the United Nations Organisation, through the voice of Michelle 
Bachelet, the High Commissioner for Human Rights, to condemn the 
violence perpetrated by the law enforcement officers on August 10, 2018. 

Marius Stan
Director of Research 
The Hannah Arendt Center for the Study of Totalitarianism—University of 
Bucharest
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coruptie-guvern-justitie.html

5 https://www.euronews.com/2018/07/31/romania-confiscates-swedish-
number-plate-that-insulted-government

6 Any discussion about meeting authorization in Romania is a bit complicated 
because there are legal shortcomings in the current legislation.  Law 60/1991 on the 
organisation and conduct of public meetings (Chapter 2) stipulates, indeed that declaring 
in advance the holding of a public meeting is mandatory for any meeting that “is to take 
place in markets, public thoroughfares or any other open air venues” (Chapter 1, Art. 1), 
but it does not explicitly require an authorization to that end. Moreover, in its current 
form, the Romanian Constitution garantees in Article 39 that “Meetings, demonstrations, 
processions or any other public rallies are free and can be held and conducted peacefully, 
without any kind of  weapons.” Therefore, the August 10 meeting was lawfully held  even 
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Annex1. Testimonials

Note: This are extracts from more than 100 testimonials received by the 
autors of this report, from the people that were at the protests in 10 of august. 

”We had passed by the riot police barricade on Kiseleff  Avenue and were 
heading towards  Baneasa with the noise of explosions coming from Victoriei 
Sqaure  in the background...I was scared, I honestly believed that they were 
killing those left behind  ...then suddenly somebody shouted  “Stop, where are 
you going?  Didn’t you hear that they are killing them there?”; we stopped and 
decided to turn back, alongside several other people  ...honestly speaking, fear 
had disappeared, we were thinking that we could have been in their place, too.  
Obviously, the   police barricade on Kiseleff Avenue did not allow us to pass 
backwards. Even in those tense moments, ABSOLUTELY nobody was acting 
violently not DID ANYOANE ATTACK any police officer!  I did not see anything 
that could warrant the use of tear gas to calm down the situation or to prevent 
violent incidents from happening on the protesters’ side. There were chanting 
in my area but none was related to violent acts. Gas releasing bullets fell twice 
in my area, sufficiently close as to be affected by their irritant effect, however, 
apart from a couple of minutes of coughing nothing else happened to me.  All 
that I did was to move some 10-15 m away from the initial area and then 
return after the irritant effect of gas reduced its intensity.”

”On August 10 I was there with my brother-in-law. Me from diaspora and 
him from Bucharest. We were « armed » with two burgers from Mc Do, some 
fries and a bottle of water for the road. The people from the riot police were 
dressed like for war, and us the people we were in T-shirts and jeans. We did 
not dare to go more into the centre of the manifestation due to the smell of 
tear gas. We decided to leave around 10:30 p.m., because at that time people 
seemed very quiet, and there was tear gas everywhere. They were projecting 
it in the air, as if it was New Year’s Eve fireworks. Due to the panic movements, 
you could find yourself alone in the middle of a gas curtain. I was not expecting 
this intimidation from our authorities, just because we are ASHAMED with 
our leaders and we want them to step down. We want real democracy for 
Romania!” 

”Tear gas grenades were launched from all over the place, the only escape 
route that we could have used, from the place we were in, was Kiseleff 

Avenue. A general panic ensued because of the big noise, heavy smell and 
large number of people around. I saw around me people that stumbled or that 
sopped because they could no longer breathe. Me and the people that I was 
with stopped repeatedly to help those in need. In turn, that led to us being more 
exposed to tear gas effects. I have to add that the air was unbreathable, the 
only thing to cover my face were tissues, either wet or dry, that my girlfriend 
brought with her and that we offered to those affected around us. Because 
of excessive inhalation of tear gas, I developed in the following days worrying 
symptoms that are currently under medical investigation: respiratory troubles, 
headaches, dizziness, throat pain, ocular sensitivity.”

”I arrived at the site around 6.30 p.m. in the afternoon, together with a 
group of work mates. Soon as we arrived, the Police were already using tear 
gas so we could feel it first hand in our eyes and lungs. We took some distance 
from the place where tear gas was used and we went near the giraffe at 
the Natural Sciences museum. All of the participants were peaceful, no 
violence whatsoever from the side of the participants. It was somewhat like a 
festival, all except the teargas. I stayed up to 9 p.m. when I left, with a sense 
of disgust and disbelief that they were using teargas on a peaceful crowd. 
Around the same time as I was leaving the tear gas had already turned in a 
sort of systematic bombing with tear gas, it was something that I had never 
experienced before. The general feeling it was of disgust that they decided 
to use this on this specific event where Romanians from all over the world 
had gathered. This event I still consider seriously traumatic and now, 1 month 
from the event, I am still seriously concerned about the future of this country.” 

”I saw how the mounted riot police trampled the people that were sitting in 
front of the Antipa Natural Science Museum; I was at the traffic lights near the 
Museum, on Kiselef Avenue.  I heard cries and saw as the riot police prodding 
their horses, that had stopped for a while. In addition, when I left on my way 
to  Aviatorilor subway station, while I was walking on the street, all traffic 
being stopped, a riot police van almost ran me and my girlfriend over (as it was 
driving from a side street, i.e. Ion Mincu St.). We had to run to avoid being hit.” 

”On the evening of August 10 2018, at 10:45 p.m., me, my family and some 
friends were attending the protest and to avoid the tear gas we got into the 
lobby of Reiffeisen Bank. Within minutes, the lobby got crowded as other 
people came in and we barely had air to breathe. We decided therefore to get 
out and run away, but were unable to do it because to jerks from the riot police 
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were standing in front of the door and spraying teargas to prevent people 
from getting out. We were stuck inside, risking suffocation. It was despicable 
what these barbarian riot police could do.”

”My story is simple.  I arrived in Victoriei Square around 6 p.m.  For a while 
I stood in front of a riot police cordon in full gear. The cordon withdrew as 
protesters gathered (some came by subway from Aviatorior station). There 
were hundreds of people around me and my family and not a single person 
with a violent attitude. In spite of that, shortly afterwards the subway service 
in the Victoriei station was suspended and we were teargassed. I didn’t know 
what is going on. I barely could keep my eyes open and breathe, while my son’s 
lips and nose started to turn greenish.  We tried to avoid being trampled as 
nobody was seeing were to put their feet … All of us were coughing and trying 
to rinse our eyes with the drinking water we had with us. I still do not know 
why they started to spray tear gas in that Aviatorilor area, where ambulances 
were stationed, as me and my family had not seen any violent person. Several 
tear gas grenades exploded near my group in Victoriei Square, in an area 
where absolutely nobody was violent. Senior citizens, children, parents and 
my friends all could hardly breathe or keep their eyes open because to the 
tear gas  spread around the Square by the wind.  There were people that were 
injured by the exploding grenades and were hurried to the hospital.  When 
the Square was evacuated we had to run and hide behind a building to regain 
our breath. White gas clouds drifted on all boulevards next to Victoriei Square 
for at least half an hour.  I approached the riot police cordon with a small 
Romanian flag in my hand to ask them why they were using tear gas against 
peaceful protesters. Suddenly one of them sprayed gas at a close range of 20 
cm directly into my eyes. At the moment I was wearing contact lenses and 
they ruined them. I was not being able to open my eyes to get my contact 
lenses off. We looked around to find a way to run out. There were lots of gas 
all over the place. One could barely see and breathe and we started to run 
in those conditions. I was afraid that I will pass out and get trampled by the 
crowd. I guess that, without any knowledge about evacuations, only a miracle 
helped that nobody died.”

”Yes, I was in Victoriei Square with my wife and friends. Everybody around 
us was peaceful, as at any other public meeting that I attended. Suddenly we 
were attached by tear gas and while we tried to run away we stumbled into 
the first ranks that they too wanted to run. There were moments of utter 
panic.  Five years ago I suffered  from a heart  attack and while being tear 

gassed I thought that I will not make it, I really thought that I will die. ” 

”What I lived back on August 10 was a real nightmare. I guess it was around  
10 p.m. when they started to fire with tear gas rounds not only in the air but 
also on the ground... If you tried to run away they would get you from behind 
and thus I fell to the ground, on the tarmac. I was lucky that a young man 
helped me stand and gave me his bottle of water instructing me how to get 
rid of the grueling burning feeling on my skin.  I would like that the culprits be 
held accountable. As a former riot police officer, I repeat – POLICE OFFICER 
(in reserve now, as I am retired) I  was there … for the future of my son … and 
I was a witness to the events of August 10. Most importantly, I think was 
that the riot police tried, starting with 6 p.m. to incite to violence by hurling 
over the crowd (and far away from the police cordon) gas projectiles that 
were spreading gas into the air as if firecrackers, falling down onto peaceful 
protesters (women, children, senior citizens), people that had nothing to do 
with those that were in front of the riot police cordon.” 

”I attended the August 10  protest. I felt how tear gas cut off my breathing 
and passed out. I do not know the city of Bucharest but as we got away fro the 
Square and neared an underground passage police were there with their full 
gear on, a sign that they were aware what was going on.   We felt humiliated, 
looked down upon and held in contempt.  My name is Bojin Ioan,  I am 60 
years old and I live in the commune of  Jebel no.241, Timis County.”

”I attended the August 10 protest in the company of my wife and 8 month 
old son. I was gassed and hit by the police without being at all violent. I go a 
medical certificate and I filed a complaint with the General Prosecutor’s Office. 
I received confirmation that the General Prosecutor’s Office received my letter.” 
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societatea civilă în acţiune

Declic2018
This report was realized with the financial support of 
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